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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/862.574 



Examiner 



Applicant(s) 

LOOSE ETAL 



Art Unit 



^ , Vishu K Mendiratta 3711 

I Period fo7 Repir'"'''' """"^^ ^^^^^ cover shoet with the correspondence aidress - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHfS^ FROM 
THE IVIAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ' ^ tAMKt 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

■ f"(ia7T^^^^^^^ -nnoeven,..a.ever..ayare,ybe«.e,n,ed 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 Mav 200l 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)ISI This actionis non-final. 

3) n Since this appHcation is in condition for allowance exceot for formal mattpr.: nrncon..fi«no.,f«.K 
Dlsposi.loS'omiir"""" ^ oi™^?^ !:ifS%°"2n'' ™* " 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1:28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Ciaim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1:2s is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)0 The drawing(s) filed on ^ is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(a)-(d) or (0 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2ra)) ^'^^a »n's National Stage 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of thi certified copies nm received 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

1 5^n Arrnn!r»r"'''I'°" ""^""9" ^PP"^^t'°" been received 

15) a Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) ^ m . * ■ \. 

2) 0 Notice Of Draflsperson-8 Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 H ^rrn7'"7J7°'^'^^ '''''' " 

I 3) ISI information Disclosure St atement(s) (P?0-1449) Paper n1(s) 2. ej □ Terf "^^-'Application (PTO-152) 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ' ' — ■ „ 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



1 . Claim 6 recites the limitation "the virtual image" in the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



3. Claims 1-3.10,11.14,15.17,18,21.25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Okada (4718672). 

Okada teaches a slot machine with mechanical reels (3,4.5) super imposed by a LCD 
video screen (abstractO further having graphical images (win lines) on the screen. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4-9.12,13.16,19.20.22-24. 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Okada in view of hendrick (6368216). 

Okada teaches all limitations of these claims except that it does not teach virtual images 
and 3-D images on video screen. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



states. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 
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Art Unit: 371 1 

Hendrick teaches virtual and 3-D images on as displays (col. 15, lines 1-10). In order to 
make the game attractive, it would have been obvious to use such commonly known 
technology as virtual or 3-D images. One of ordinary skill in art at the time the invention 
was made would have used virtual and 3-D images to make the game attractive. 
6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Inoue (5752881) teaches video application in superimposing one 
reel outside of other reel. Bachmann (4454670) teaches video screens superimposing 
vending machines, Weiss (6164645 ) teaches video display superimposing on 
mechanical reels (Fig.2 broadly speaking) . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vishu K Mendiratta whose telephone number is (703) 
306-5695. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri SAM to 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Paul Sewell can be reached on (703) 308-2126. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9302 
for regular communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1148. 



Vishu K Mendiratta 

Examiner 

Art Unit 371 1 
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Benjamin H. Layno 
Primary Examiner 



